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ST. JOSEPH PARISH      � FORCE, PA�

Parish Stewardship �

 Offertory collection for 12/08/24  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,590.00�

 Offertory collection for 12/15/24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . not available�

Weekly offertory budgeted for 2023�2024 . . . . . . . . . $3,365.00�

CSA Campaign Assessment for 2024. . . . . . . . . . . . .$31,134.00�

CSA Pledges to date. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$28,210.00�
�

Thank you for supporting St. Joseph Church!�

“Pray the Rosary everyday to obtain peace for the world.” 

Join us in St. Joseph Church each Tuesday at 6 p.m.�

Pope’s Intention for December�

For persons with disabilities�

We pray that people living with disabilities may be at 

the center of attention in society, and that institutions 

may offer inclusive programs which value their active 

participation.�

� � �

� � Old Fashioned Christmas�� �

�

� When I think of an old fashioned Christmas, I first 

think of the large snowfalls.  I remember growing up in 

Warren, PA.  Snow would often come around                           

Thanksgiving and stay on the ground until St. Patrick’s 

Day or even later.  With the snow that constant, going sled 

riding and tobogganing was a Sunday afternoon event. In 

addition, going ice skating to Christmas songs playing in 

the background was also popular.  Oh, we can’t forget  

going cross�country skiing and snowmobiling on the 

weekends, too.  I'm sure these were many of your Winter 

experiences as well. �

 �

� An old fashioned Christmas always included    

decorating the Christmas tree right before Christmas,    

setting the Manger scene, hanging lights around the      

outside trees, and decorating throughout the house with 

Christmas cards on the mantle.  The delicious food was, 

and still is, a tradition in many homes:  a turkey dinner 

with all the trimmings, along with apple and pumpkin pie.  

The Italian tradition was to have seven different kind of 

fish.  Along with that would be several different pasta 

dishes.  An old fashioned Christmas also included groups 

of carolers, townspeople going from house to house      

ringing the door bell and singing one or two Christmas 

songs.  Family members all got together and neighbors 

visited each other, bringing desserts or Christmas candy to 

each other.�

�

� My friends, we all know that a great tradition we 

had, and still have at Christmas time, was being together 

with family and giving gifts to each other.  The most     

inspiring time at Christmas and the reason for the season 

was going to midnight Mass and receiving the greatest gift 

of all, our Lord Jesus Christ in Holy Communion.�

�

� Out of God the Father’s Love for us and for all 

people who ever lived and those yet to be born, was giving 

us His Son, Jesus Christ, born of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

in Bethlehem, in a humble stable.  The Messiah, Jesus, 

then given to us, to teach us about God’s Kingdom and to 

be the final Lamb of God, Who will take away the sins of 

the world, through His Death and Resurrection.  This is 

what Christmas is all about.�

�

� This Christmas, take some precious time to recall 

those “Old Fashioned Christmases” and to thank God for 

the One Person, Jesus, our Lord, Who connects us and our 

cherished memories, with those past Christmases to this 

Christmas;  RIGHT HERE.  RIGHT NOW.  May each of 

us in our own unique and creative ways, 

make NEW CHERISHED MEMORIES 

THIS CHRISTMAS, that will make it one �

of the best Christmases ever. �

 �

� Merry Christmas and God Bless! �

�  �      Father Mark�

Advent Adoration and Adult Faith Formation:                     

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament �

Sunday evening at 6:30 pm    (December 22nd)�

Adult Faith Formation �

Monday evening at 6:30 pm   (December 23rd)          �

All are welcome!�

�

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE at St. Joseph Church will be 

on Sunday, December 22nd, beginning at 2:00 pm.  We will have 

visiting priests to assist with the confessions.  Families with    

students in Grades 3 and up are encouraged to attend this       

Penance Service.  This will be the last Penance Service before 

Christmas.�

COME ENJOY THE       

CHRISTMAS MUSIC�

�

Christmas Eve at 4:00 PM�

�

Adult Choir�

�

Children's Program at 4:15 PM�

�

Mass to follow.�

   Christmas Mass Times for St. Joseph Church�

�

December 24th    Christmas Eve Mass       4:30 pm �

Come at 4:00 pm to enjoy the music of the adult choir! �

Children’s choir music begins at 4:15 pm. �

Parents & children must be seated in their pew by 4:00 pm�

�

December 24th    Midnight Mass                               10:00 pm�

December 25th    Christmas Day Mass                       9:15 am�

December 28th    The Holy Family Mass                    5:30 pm�

December 29th    The Holy Family Mass                    9:15 am�

January 1st          Mary, the Holy Mother of God      9:00 am�

January 4th         Epiphany of the Lord                      5:30 pm�

January 5th         Epiphany of the Lord                      9:15 am�

January 11th       The Baptism of the Lord                 5:30 pm�

January 12th       The Baptism of the Lord                 9:15 am�

�

The Church office will be closed from December 24th through 

January 1st.  We will open again on January 2, 2025 at 9:00 am�

�

         MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!�
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St. Joseph Church�

Ph. 814�787�4151           Fax 814�787�4478�
�

Rev. Mark J. Mastrian��������������������������������������������������������������������������Pastor�

Parish Secretary: Barb Allegretto      Faith Formation : Emily Luchini     Domestic Administrator: Miriam Pane �

Pastoral Council President: Bryan Chiappelli     Finance Council Moderator: Leon Calliari �

�

17764 Bennetts Valley Hwy., P. O. Box 124, Force, PA 15841�0124�

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday thru Thursday     9a.m. to 4 p.m.�

Office Email:  stjosephforce@windstream.net   Website: www.stjosephforce.org    Faith Formation Email: ff@stjosephforce.org�

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                                                         DECEMBER 22, 2024�

Date� Intention� Requested by� Celebration� Scriptures�

Monday, December 23, 2024�

8:30 a.m. Mass�

�

�

�

Peter Anthony Morelli�

birthday�

�

�

�

�

daughter�Rita�

�

�

�

Late Advent Weekday�

Saint John of Kanty, Priest�

�

Mal 3: 1�4, 23�24�

Lk 1: 57�66 (199)�

�

�

Tuesday, December 24, 2024�

�

4:30 p.m. Mass�

�
�

10:00 p.m. Mass�

�

�

�

�

Geraldine Schloder�

�

�

Paulette Winkler Wallace�

�

�

John & Becky Bricen�

�

�

Family�

�

�

Late Advent Weekday�

�

Morning: 2 Sm 7: 1�5, 8b�12, 14a, 16�

Lk 1: 67�79 (200)�

�

Vigil:  Is 62: 1�5/Acts 13: 16�17, 22�25�

Mt 1: 1�25 or 1: 18�25 (13)�

�

Night:  Is 9: 1�6/Ti 2: 11�14/Lk 2: 1�14 (14)�

Wednesday, December 25, 2024�

9:15 a.m. Mass�

�

Living and Deceased           

Parishioners              �

�

�

� �

The Nativity of the Lord�

(Christmas)�

�

Dawn:  Is 62: 11�12�

Ti 3: 4�7                �

Lk 2: 15�20  (15)�

�

Day:  Is 52: 7�10/ Heb 1: 1�6/Jn 1: 1�18 

or 1: 1�5, 9�14 (16)�

Thursday, December 26, 2024�

No Mass�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Saint Stephen, The First Martyr�

�

Act 6: 8�10, 7: 54�59�

Mt 10: 17�22 (696)�

�

Friday, December 27, 2024        �

No Mass�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Saint John, Apostle �

and Evangelist�

�

1 Jn 1: 1�4�

Jn 20: 1a, 2�8 (697)�

Saturday, December 28, 2024�

No Mass�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs�

1 Jn 1: 5��2: 2�

Mt 2: 13�18 (698)�

Saturday, December 28, 2024�

5:30 p.m. Mass�

�

�

Living and Deceased�

Parishioners�

�

�

�

�

Vigil of The Holy Family of�

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph�

�

�

(see below)�

Sunday, December 29, 2024�

9:15 a.m. Mass�

�

�

�

Germaine Olewnik�

�

�

Rosemary Portera�

�

THE HOLY FAMILY OF     

JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH�

1 Sm 1: 20�22, 24�28�

1 Jn 3: 1�2, 21�24�

Lk 2: 41�52 (17)�

A Country Christmas  It is beautiful to see a country church 

with a manger scene near the church.  Many Christmas cards show 

this, with a snow covered landscape, a horse and buggy in front of 

the church, and people dressed out of the 19th Century era walking 

into the church.  Life looked so simple in those pictures. �

� Then my thoughts take me to that first Christmas, which 

was in a small country town:  Bethlehem.  The shepherds, who saw 

and heard the angels singing, were in a field.  The country and 

small towns and villages, must be very important to God the Father 

for His Son, our Lord Jesus, to be born in.�

� My friends, a country Christmas can be a song or poem or 

a short story.  But for us, let’s be especially grateful to Jesus our 

Lord that the stories of our lives and our Christmas celebrations are 

lived out in our villages of Bennetts Valley.  A country Christmas 

can be for us a quiet, peaceful, slower paced experience so we can 

really take in the meaning of Jesus’ Birth for each of us.               

Let this be our greatest joy this Christmas.  Amen! �
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Straub Insurance 
Agency

201 John Street
St. Marys, PA 15857

834-2490

KORB MONUMENTS
Complete Monument Services

SINCE 1901
Visit our large display & production plant in downtown DuBois

1-800-752-1601
www.korbmonuments.com

St. Joseph Church
PARISHIONER INFORMATION

All practicing Catholics living in the Bennetts Valley Area who consider themselves members of St. Joseph Parish should be registered in the parish.  All registered 
members of St. Joseph receive envelopes and receive periodic parish mailings. St. Joseph Parish is a Sacrificial Giving Parish, committed to serving the Lord with 
God-given time, talents and treasures. All registered members should be using their envelopes regularly. Parish membership is required to be a sponsor, to be married 
in the parish, to have a child baptized or to be registered in our Faith Formation program. Please call the church office to arrange a meeting to register in our parish.

Valley Farm Market
 Route 255,
 18211 Bennetts Valley Hwy
 Weedville, PA 15868
  (814) 787-8911

Gasoline, Kerosene, and Diesel
Large Assortment of Deli, T-shirts, Ice Cream, 

Groceries, and Model Trains

Calliari, MeholiCk & Co. 
Certified PubliC 

ACCountAnts 
Tele: (814) 371-7499

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Gutter Guards Available

www.cagutters.com
CARL HANES, OWNER

814-834-1123 PA029106

FORCE GARAGE
Celebrating Over 90 Years of Business 

• General Repair
• State Inspection

Bill Michelini
17322 Bennetts Valley Hwy. • Force, PA

787-5141

Providing Personal, Friendly
Funeral Services Since 1996

211 South Main St., Dubois
814-371-2040

Ralph M. Geer Funeral HomeRalph M. Geer Funeral Home
Five Generations Serving the Bennetts Valley Area

 Joseph M. Nedza F.D. / Owner 12045 Bennetts Valley Hwy.
 (814) 637-5401 PO BOX 6
	 www.nedzafamilyfuneralhomes.com	 Penfield,	PA	15849

Medical Equipment & Supplies
1-800-876-3442

SMPRX.com

ST. MARYS STONE MULCH & MOREST. MARYS STONE MULCH & MORE

Wood Pallets • Bag Rock Salt • Cut/Split Firewood
HARD & SOFT COAL • CAR PORTS

CUSTOM BUILT SHEDS
Delivery Available W ConveyorDelivery Available W Conveyor

(814) 781-8334

Now at 133 Locust Rd • St. Marys, PA

PA# 892857

PA POWER WASHING
 Residential & Industrial
 Call or Text: Ryan Wehler

 814-594-5756
 Fully Insured-Free Estimates

 Breakfast
 Lunch
 Dinner
 Daily Specials
 814-834-4492
24716 Bennetts Valley Hwy., Weedville

Save Money, Live CoMfortabLy

482 Beechtree Rd., Falls Creek, PA

• FURNACES
• HEAT PUMPS

• WATER HEATERS
• WOOD & COAL STOVES
• AIR CONDITIONING

• DUCT CLEANING

Denise M. Cuneo
Attorney at Law

283 River Rd. • Weedville, PA

814-787-7368
1-855-209-8461

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Robert Ferjanic

rferjanic@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x1885


