St. Joseph Parish Force, PA Bringing Eucharistic Life to Bennetts Valley since 1872

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT




_ST. JOSEPH PARISH

Parish Stewardship

Weekly collection for 03/16/25.................. $2,665.00
Weekly budgetgoal .............ccovviiviienn. $3,425.00
Difference........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiinenrennens - $760.00
CSA 2025 AssessmentGoal . ................... $30,504.00

Thank you for supporting St. Joseph Church!

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MARCH
For Families in Crisis

Let us pray that broken families might discover the cure for
their wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering each
other’s gifts, even in their differences.

Pray the Rosary everyday to obtain peace
for the world.
Join us at St. Joseph Church each Tuesday at 6 p.m.

Baptismal Training Sessions 2025

April 23rd 6:00 pm  St. Leo, Ridgway 814-772-3135
May 22nd 6:30 pm  St. Marys Church 814-781-1019
June 10 6:30 pm  Queen of the World 814-834-4701

FAITH FORMATION -- Students in Grades K-5 and Edge will
meet in the Faith Formation building for class.

LENT PENANCE SERVICES:

Sunday, March 23 6:00 pm  St. Mark, Emporium
Monday, March 24 6:00 pm  Holy Rosary, Johnsonburg
Thursday, March 27 6:30 pm  Queen of the World
Tuesday, April 1 6:30pm  St. Marys Church
Wednesday, April 9 6:00 pm  St. Leo, Ridgway

Sunday, April 13 2:00 pm  St. Joseph Church, Force

What are you planning on doing for Lent? The
following is what we are doing here at St. Joseph
Church for Lent:

e Monday, March 24th at 6:30 pm--Adult Faith
Formation

e Tuesday, March 25th at 6:00 pm--The Rosary in
Church

e Wednesday, March 26th at 6:30 pm--Stations of the
Cross.

e Saturday, March 29th Movie after Mass--The
Chosen

e Sunday, March 30th at 6:30 pm--Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament with Benediction

L9 Remembhrance

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Ronald Mitchell,
Grace Gavazzi, and Rose Youngmark. May God grant them
eternal rest.

Now that all of the snow and ice has melted, please remove any
flowers/decorations that were placed on your loved one’s grave.
Clean-up of the cemetery will soon begin. Any flowers left in
the cemetery will be discarded. Thank you.

FORCE, PA

Christian Prayer

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone
who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the
one who knocks, the door will be opened.” (Matthew 7: 7-8)

The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes
prayer as God’s Gift. Only when we recognize that God is
the giver, and we are the humble ones who receive His Gifts,
are we open to prayer. (Thisis Our Faith by Michael Pennock, page 323)

Prayer is also the place of covenant. Prayer comes
from the heart. As the Catechism describes: “The heart is our
hidden center, beyond the grasp of our reason and of others;
only the Spirit of God can fathom the human heart and know
it fully”  (This is Our Faith by Michael Pennock, page 323) (2563)

Third, prayer is being in communion with God.
Prayer is the habit of being in God’s Presence.

(Catechism of the Catholic Church 2565)

The Scripture passage above from the Gospel of
Matthew Chapter 7 is Jesus affirming and encouraging us to
truly ask God for spiritual gifts that we need in our life.
Several of the most important gifts are the Fruits of the Holy
Spirit according to St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians Chapter
5 Verse 22 which reads: “The Fruits of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self control.”

In this weekend’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of the fig tree
being cultivated with the hope of bearing good fruit in the
future. We hope that the Fruits of the Holy Spirit will be
cultivated and grow in our life as a result of our prayers we
pray to God. The following prayer is asking Jesus to be His
Light and the Fruit of His Presence to shine through us.

Radiating Christ (The Fragrance Prayer)
Dear Jesus,

Help me to spread Your Fragrance wherever I go.
Flood my soul with Your Spirit and Life.

Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly,

that my life may only be a radiance of Yours.

Shine through me, and be so in me

that every soul I come in contact with

may feel Your Presence in my soul.

Let them look up and see no longer me, but only Jesus!
Stay with me, and then I shall begin to shine as You shine,
so to shine as to be a light to others.

The light, O Jesus, will be all from You;

none of it will be mine. It will be You,

shining on others through me.

Let me thus praise You the way You love best,

by shining on those around me.

Let me preach You without preaching,

not by words but by example,

by catching force of the sympathetic influence of what I do,
the evident fullness of the love my heart bears to you.
Amen.

This beautiful prayer was recited daily by Saint Teresa of Calcutta and her
Sisters of Charity. This prayer is also known as The Fragrance Prayer. By
Venerable John Henry Cardinal Newman February 21, 1801-August 11,
1890). God Bless, Father Mark



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 23, 2025

We Celebrate, We Listen,

We Pray

Date Intention Requested by Celebration Scriptures
Monday, March 24, 2025 2 Kgs 5: 1-15b
8:30 a.m. Mass Lk 4:24-30 (237)
Tom & Sandy Farley Joe Sexton Lenten Weekday
Tuesday, March 25, 2025 Is 7: 10-14, 8: 10
8:30 a.m. Mass Timothy Olszewski Don & Rita THE ANNUNCIATION Heb 10: 4-10
. and _ Olszewski OF THE LORD Lk 1: 26-38 (545)
Mildred Olszewski
Wednesday, March 26, 2025 Dt4:1,5-9
No Mass Lenten Weekday Mt 5: 17-19 (239)
Thursday, March 27, 2025 Jer 7: 23-28
8:30 a.m. Mass . . . Kd Lk 11: 14-23 (240)
Michael Chiodo Dennis & Deborah Lenten Weekday
Bonanno
Friday, March 28, 2025 Hos 14: 2-10
8:30 a.m. Mass William & Mary Alice Cassels Mk 12: 28-34 (241)
and deceased members of Lamont & Frances Gray Lenten Weekday
the Cassels Family
Saturday, March 29, 2025 Hos 6: 1-6
No Mass Lenten Weekday Lk 18:9-14 (242)
Saturday, March 29, 2025 (see below)
5:30 p.m. Mass Donald Kentoski Donald & Nancy Vigil of the Fourth
Chiappelli Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 30, 2025 Jos 5:9a, 10-12
9:15 a.m. Mass Living and Deceased FOURTH SUNDAY 2 Cor 5: 17-21
§ and OF LENT Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 (33)
Parishioners

St. Joseph Church
Ph. 814-787-4151 Fax 814-787-4478
Rev. Mark J. Mastrian..............cccocoooiiiiniiiis Pastor
Parish Secretary: Barb Allegretto  Faith Formation : Emily Luchini Domestic Administrator: Miriam Pane
Pastoral Council President: Bryan Chiappelli  Finance Council Moderator: Leon Calliari

17764 Bennetts Valley Hwy., P. O. Box 124, Force, PA 15841-0124
OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Thursday 9a.m. to 4 p.m.
Office Email: stjosephforce@windstream.net Website: www.stjosephforce.org  Faith Formation Email: fflastjosephforce.org

“Christ shield me this day: Christ with me,
Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ on my
right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I arise, Christ in the heart of every
person who thinks of me, Christ in the eye that sees
me, Christ in the ear that hears me.”

(from “The Breastplate of St. Patrick”)




FORCE GARAGE

Celebrating Over 90 Years of Business

Straub Insurance
Agency
201 John Street

« General Repair
« State Inspection

Ralph M. Geer Funeral Home

| TFrve Generations cSeruz'ny the Dennetts Ua//ey Area |

SINCE 1901
Visit our large display & production plant in downtown DuBois

1-800-752-1601

www.korbmonuments.com

18211 Bennetts Valley Hwy
Weedville, PA 15868 W
(814) 787-8911 - —

Gasoline, Kerosene, and Diesel
Large Assortment of Deli, T-shirts, Ice Cream,
Groceries, and Model Trains

Bill Michelini Joseph M. Nedza F.D. / Owner 12045 Bennetts Valley Hwy.
17322 Bennetts Valfgyiw;. «Force, PA[[ ST. Marys, PA 15857 (814) 637-5401 (SZ PO BOX 6
787-5141 834-2490 www.nedzafamilyfuneralhomes.com Penfield, PA 15849
Valley Farm Market|| KORB MONUMENTS SEAMLESS PA* 892857
Route 255, _— COMPLETE MONUMENT SERVICES GUTTERS PA POWEK WASHING

Residential & Industrial
Call or Text: Ryan Wehler

814-594-5756 K1

Fully Insured-Free Estimates

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured
Gutter Guards Available

www.cagutters.com

CARL HANES, OWNER
814-834-1123

PA029106

Denise M. Cuneo
Attorney at Law
283 River Rd. *+ Weedville, PA

814-787-7368
1-855-209-8461

°sMp

Medical Equipment & Supplies

1-800-876-3442
SMPRX.com

| SAVE MONEY, Live COMFORTABLY |

* FURNACES
= HEAT PUMPS
* WATER HEATERS
*WOOD & COAL STOVES
* AIR CONDITIONING
* DUCT CLEANING

CALLIARI, MEHOLICK & Co.
CERTIFIE[) PuBLIC

ACCOUNTANTS
TELE: (814) 371-7499

ROSE'S
HILLWD

482 Beechtree Rd,, Falls Creek, PA

| 814-371-4885 |

Breakfast

Dinner
Paily Specials
814-834-4492

24716 Benm’r’rs Valley Hwy., Weedville

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

Providing Personal, Friendly
Funeral Services Since 1996

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

814- 371 2040

ADT-Monitored Home Security
Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

el

AT | puherized | gafeStreets

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Robert Ferjanic

rferjanic@4LPi.com ° (800) 477-4574 x1885

Now at 133 Locust Rd - St. Marys, PA
Wood Pallets - Bag Rock Salt - Cut/Split Firewood

HARD & SOFT COAL - CAR PORTS
CUSTOM BUILT SHEDS
IDeliveny/Availablell Conveyor
(814) 781-8334

OUR COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT =t
ORGANIZATION NEED 2"
A NEWSLETTER? -'

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

Scan to

Visit Ipicommunities.com rviEc il R

St. Joseph Church

PARISHIONER INFORMATION

All practicing Catholics living in the Bennetts Valley Area who consider themselves members of St. Joseph Parish should be registered in the parish. All registered
members of St. Joseph receive envelopes and receive periodic parish mailings. St. Joseph Parish is a Sacrificial Giving Parish, committed to serving the Lord with
God-given time, talents and treasures. All registered members should be using their envelopes regularly. Parish membership is required to be a sponsor, to be married
in the parish, to have a child baptized or to be registered in our Faith Formation program. Please call the church office to arrange a meeting to register in our parish.

B

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

14-1197



