St. Joseph Parish Force, PA Bringing Eucharistic Life to Bennetts Valley since 1872
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THE HOLY FAMILY

After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them
and asking them questions. - Lk 2:46

Excorpks fnom the Lectbonary for Mass S2001, 1888, 1570 CCD. GLPI




ST. JOSEPH PARISH

FORCE, PA

Parish Stewardship

Offertory collection for 12/15/24 ................ $4,267.00
Offertory collection for 12/22/24 .............. not available
Weekly offertory budgeted for 2023-2024 ......... $3,365.00
CSA Campaign Assessment for 2024............. $31,134.00
CSA Pledgestodate. ...........covivuninnnnnnn $28,210.00

Thank you for supporting St. Joseph Church!

Pope’s Intention for December
For persons with disabilities
We pray that people living with disabilities may be at
the center of attention in society, and that institutions
may offer inclusive programs which value their active
participation.

“Pray the Rosary everyday to obtain peace for the world.”
Join us in St. Joseph Church each Tuesday at 6 p.m.

The Church office will be closed from December 24th through
January 1st. We will open again on January 2, 2025 at 9:00 am

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Christmas Mass Times for St. Joseph Church *

December 28th The Holy Family Mass 5:30 pm
December 29th The Holy Family Mass 9:15 am
January Ist Mary, the Holy Mother of God  9:00 am
January 4th Epiphany of the Lord 5:30 pm
January 5th Epiphany of the Lord 9:15 am
January 11th The Baptism of the Lord 5:30 pm
January 12th The Baptism of the Lord 9:15 am

Baptismal Training Sessions 2025

January 7th 6:30 pm  Queen of the World  814-834-4701
February 18th  6:30 pm  St. Boniface 814-885-4488
February 20th  6:30 pm  St. Mark, Emporium 814-486-0569

Faith Formation classes, grades K-5, will resume next weekend,
January Sth, 2025. Edge class will meet on January 12, 2025.

FAITH FORMATION As required by the Diocese of Erie,
there will be a mandatory Safe Environment Training for all
students on Sunday, January 12th. Grades K-5 will meet at the
Faith Formation Building. Edge class will meet in the social hall.

A Family Perspective

Today’s Gospel contains the truth about parenting: “but his
parents did not know.” One of the reasons parenting is so
difficult is because our children don’t tell us everything. If the
Holy Family had trouble with their teenager, why do we think it
will be easier for us?

Kersey K of C Monthly Breakfast Sunday, January 5th,
from 8 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. or sold out. St. Boniface Social
Hall. $10 for adults; $5 for 16 and under. All are invited to
come and enjoy this “all you can eat” breakfast buffet!

On this Feast Day of The Holy Family, I present to
you this Apostolic Address by Pope Paul VI, given
in Nazareth, on January 5, 1964.

Nazareth: A model (for all families).

Nazareth is a kind of school where we may
begin to discover what Christ’s Life was like and even
to understand His Gospel.

First, we learn from its silence. If only we could
once again appreciate its great value. We need this
wonderful state of mind, beset as we are by the
cacophony of strident protests and conflicting claims so
characteristic of these turbulent times. The silence of
Nazareth should teach us how to meditate in peace and
quiet, to reflect on the deeply spiritual, and to be open
to the voice of God’s Inner Wisdom and the counsel of
His true teachers. Nazareth can teach us the value of
study and preparation, of meditation, of a well-ordered
personal spiritual life, and of silent prayer that is known
only to God.

Second, we learn about family life. May
Nazareth serve as a model of what the family should be.
May it show us the family’s holy and enduring
character and exemplifying its basic function in society:
a community of love and sharing, beautiful for the
problems it poses and the rewards it brings; in sum, the
perfect setting for rearing children--and for this there is
no substitute.

Finally, in Nazareth, the home of a craftsman’s
son, we learn about work and the discipline it entails.
I would especially like to recognize its value--
demanding yet redeeming--and to give it proper respect.
I would remind everyone that work has its own dignity.
On the other hand, it is not an end in itself. Its value
and free character, however, derive not only from its
place in the economic system, as they say, but rather
from the purpose it serves.

In closing, may I express my deep regard for
people everywhere who work for a living. To them I
would point out their great model, Christ their brother,
our Lord and God, Who is their prophet in every cause
that promotes their well being.

God Bless,
Father Mark




THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

DECEMBER 29, 2024

we Celebrate, We Listen, We Pray

Date Intention Requested by

Celebration

Scriptures

Monday, December 30, 2024
No Mass

Sixth Day within the Octave of
the Nativity of the Lord

1Jn2:12-17
Lk 2:36-40 (203)

Tuesday, December 31, 2024
No Mass

Seventh Day within the Octave of
the Nativity of the Lord

Saint Sylvester I, Pope

1Jn2: 1821
Jn 1: 1-18 (204)

Wednesday, January 01, 2025 Nm 6: 22-27
9:00 a.m. Mass Francis Coccimiglio Coccimiglio Family The Octave Day of the Nativity | Gal 4: 4-7

birthday of the Lord Lk 2:16-21 (18)
Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God New Year’s Day
Thursday, January 02, 2025 1Jn2:22-28
No Mass Saints Basil the Great & Gregory | Jn 1: 19-28 (205)

Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors
of the Church
Friday, January 03, 2025 1Jn2:29--3:6
First Friday Christmas Weekday Jn 1:29-34 (206)
No Mass Holy Name of Jesus
Saturday, January 04, 2025 1Jn3:7-10
First Saturday Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, | Jn 1: 35-42(207)
No Mass Religious
Saturday, January 04, 2025 (see below)
5:30 p.m. Mass Tom Winkler Chris and family Vigil of The Epiphany
Sth anniversary of the Lord
Sunday, January 05, 2025 Is 60: 1-6
9:15 a.m. Mass Living and Deceased Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6
Parishioners EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  f \Jr5-4 715" (2
St. Joseph Church
Ph. 814-787-4151 Fax 814-787-4478
Rev. Mark J. Mastrian................oiie Pastor

Parish Secretary: Barb Allegretto
Pastoral Council President: Bryan Chiappelli

Faith Formation : Emily Luchini

17764 Bennetts Valley Hwy., P. O. Box 124, Force, PA 15841-0124
OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Thursday 9a.m. to 4 p.m.

Office Email: stjosephforce@windstream.net Website: www.stjosephforce.org

Domestic Administrator: Miriam Pane
Finance Council Moderator: Leon Calliari

Faith Formation Email: ffwstjosephforce.org

Prayer for the Family
Lord God, from You every family in heaven and on earth takes
its name. Father, You are Love and Life.
Through Your Son, Jesus Christ, born of woman, and through
the Holy Spirit, fountain of divine charity, grant that every family
on earth may become for each successive generation a true
shrine of life and love. Grant that Your Grace may guide the
thoughts and actions of husbands and wives for the good of their
families and of all the families in the world. Grant that the young
may find in the family solid support for their human dignity and
for their growth in truth and love. Grant that love, strengthened
by the sacrament of marriage, may prove mightier than all the
weaknesses and trials through which our families sometimes pass.
Through the intercession of the Holy Family of Nazareth, grant that
the Church may fruitfully carry out her worldwide mission in and
through the family. Through Christ our Lord, Who is the Way,
the Truth, and the Life for ever and ever. Amen. Pope John Paul IT




FORCE GARAGE

Celebrating Over 90 Years of Business

Straub Insurance
Agency
201 John Street

« General Repair
« State Inspection

Ralph M. Geer Funeral Home

| TFrve Generations cSeruz'ny the Dennetts Ua//ey Area |

SINCE 1901
Visit our large display & production plant in downtown DuBois

1-800-752-1601

www.korbmonuments.com

18211 Bennetts Valley Hwy
Weedville, PA 15868 W
(814) 787-8911 - —

Gasoline, Kerosene, and Diesel
Large Assortment of Deli, T-shirts, Ice Cream,
Groceries, and Model Trains

Bill Michelini Joseph M. Nedza F.D. / Owner 12045 Bennetts Valley Hwy.
17322 Bennetts Valfgyiw;. «Force, PA[[ ST. Marys, PA 15857 (814) 637-5401 (SZ PO BOX 6
787-5141 834-2490 www.nedzafamilyfuneralhomes.com Penfield, PA 15849
Valley Farm Market|| KORB MONUMENTS SEAMLESS PA* 892857
Route 255, _— COMPLETE MONUMENT SERVICES GUTTERS PA POWEK WASHING

Residential & Industrial
Call or Text: Ryan Wehler

814-594-5756 K1

Fully Insured-Free Estimates

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured
Gutter Guards Available

www.cagutters.com

CARL HANES, OWNER
814-834-1123

PA029106

Denise M. Cuneo
Attorney at Law
283 River Rd. *+ Weedville, PA

814-787-7368
1-855-209-8461

°sMp

Medical Equipment & Supplies

1-800-876-3442
SMPRX.com

| SAVE MONEY, Live COMFORTABLY |

* FURNACES
= HEAT PUMPS
* WATER HEATERS
*WOOD & COAL STOVES
* AIR CONDITIONING
* DUCT CLEANING

CALLIARI, MEHOLICK & Co.
CERTIFIE[) PuBLIC

ACCOUNTANTS
TELE: (814) 371-7499

ROSE'S
HILLWD

482 Beechtree Rd,, Falls Creek, PA

| 814-371-4885 |

Breakfast

Dinner
Paily Specials
814-834-4492

24716 Benm’r’rs Valley Hwy., Weedville

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

Providing Personal, Friendly
Funeral Services Since 1996

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

814- 371 2040

ADT-Monitored Home Security
Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

el

AT | puherized | gafeStreets

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Robert Ferjanic

rferjanic@4LPi.com ° (800) 477-4574 x1885

Now at 133 Locust Rd - St. Marys, PA
Wood Pallets - Bag Rock Salt - Cut/Split Firewood

HARD & SOFT COAL - CAR PORTS
CUSTOM BUILT SHEDS
IDeliveny/Availablell Conveyor
(814) 781-8334

OUR COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT =t
ORGANIZATION NEED 2"
A NEWSLETTER? -'

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

Scan to

Visit Ipicommunities.com rviEc il R

St. Joseph Church

PARISHIONER INFORMATION

All practicing Catholics living in the Bennetts Valley Area who consider themselves members of St. Joseph Parish should be registered in the parish. All registered
members of St. Joseph receive envelopes and receive periodic parish mailings. St. Joseph Parish is a Sacrificial Giving Parish, committed to serving the Lord with
God-given time, talents and treasures. All registered members should be using their envelopes regularly. Parish membership is required to be a sponsor, to be married
in the parish, to have a child baptized or to be registered in our Faith Formation program. Please call the church office to arrange a meeting to register in our parish.

B

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

14-1197



