St. Joseph Parish Force, PA Bringing Eucharistic Life to Bennetts Valley since 1872

/TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“Give, and gifts will be given to you.”
- Lk 6:38




_ST. JOSEPH PARISH

Parish Stewardship

Offertory collection for 02/16/25........... not available

Thank you for supporting St. Joseph Church!

POPE’S INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY
For Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life

Let us pray that the ecclesial community might welcome
the desires and doubts of those young people who feel a
call to serve Christ’s Mission in the priesthood and
religious life.

“Pray the Rosary everyday to obtain peace for the world.”
Join us in St. Joseph Church each Tuesday at 6 p.m.

Baptismal Training Sessions 2025
March 22nd  10:00 am  Sacred Heart Church 814-781-1019
April 16th 6:00 pm  St. Leo, Ridgway 814-772-3135

FAITH FORMATION -- Students in Grades K-5 will meet in
the Faith Formation building for class. Edge students will also
meet in the Faith Formation building this weekend.

Kersey K of C Monthly Breakfast Sunday, March 2nd, from
8 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. or sold out. St. Boniface Social Hall.
$10 for adults; $5 for 16 and under. All are invited to come and
enjoy this “all you can eat” breakfast buffet!

A Family Perspective Research on the effects of religion on
family relationships reveals that hostility and prayer cannot
coexist. You cannot harbor hostility toward someone you are
praying for. Today’s Gospel encourages us: ‘Bless those who
curse you. Pray for those who mistreat you.’

The Twelfth Annual Catholic Men’s Conference in Erie, PA
will be held on Saturday, March 1st, from 8:30 am to 1:00 pm.
Men from our Diocese will gather to pray, reflect, and be
inspired by:

1. Live in-person at St. Jude the Apostle Parish in Erie;

2. Live-streamed to hosting parishes; participating parishes are
listed on the website, www.2232men.com; OR

3. Live-streamed to your home.

The morning contains talks from two inspiring National
speakers. If you attend at St. Jude’s or a satellite hosting parish,
you may enjoy two of our life-giving Sacraments: Holy
Eucharist and Reconciliation. For more information or to
register, visit www.2232men.com or call 814-455-7364. Cost
for the conference is $25 and there are discounts for groups.
More information is on the counter in the vestibule.

CSA 2025

Next weekend, March 1/2, 2025, is Commitment Weekend.
Pastor letters, pledge cards, and brochures have been mailed by
the Diocese to parishioners earlier in February. All funds above
our assessment will remain in our Parish for our paving project.

FORCE, PA
The Lord is Kind and Merciful...
So, Do to Others...
(Sharing Our Faith)
First Reading: (1 Samuel 26: 2,7-9, 12-13, 22-23)

In this First Reading, King Saul is on the search
for David, in order to kill him because he was jealous of
David. David’s attendant, Abishai, was ready to take
the king’s sword and kill him. David refused and said,
“do not harm him, for who can lay hands on the Lord’s
Anointed and remain unpunished.” (1 Samuel 26: 9) In
sparing Saul’s life from Abishai, David was being
kind and merciful.

Psalm Response: (Psalm 103)
Reflect on the following verse of this Psalm and

answer the two questions.

“He pardons all your iniquities, heals all your ills. He

redeems your life from destruction, crowns you with

kindness and compassion.” (Psalm 103: 3-4)

--From what iniquities or ills has God healed you from?
--Where in your life have you experienced our Lord’s
Kindness and Compassion?

Second Reading: (1 Corinthians 15: 45-49)

Do we think that our Lord Jesus Christ wants us
to image Him to the whole world each day? Yes. One
effective way we can do this is by striving to be loving
and forgiving to others. Even if we might not feel like
doing this, pray for the grace to be at peace in your own
thoughts about someone who has hurt you. In time, if
you are consistent with this prayer for peace, the Lord
will help you go to the next level of forgiveness and
mercy toward that person.

Gospel:

There is a lot that Jesus is saying in this Sermon
on the Plain according to Saint Luke. It can all be
summed up to be--kind and merciful. Some of Jesus’s
list of being kind and merciful are the following:

“do to others as you would have them do to you”

(Luke 6: 31)
“love your enemies, do good to those who hate you”

(Luke 6: 35)
“give to everyone who asks of you” (Luke 6: 30)

“stop judging and you will not be judged”  (Luke 6: 37)

My brothers and sisters, we might not always
feel like we can live these Scripture Passages or want to
take a risk in being kind and merciful to people who
treat us badly and unfairly. I believe the answer is to
pray for those who are not kind and merciful to you and
work at trying to see the good that is within them. You
may never become their friend but never stop praying
for them and believe for them that the good in them will
be their salvation. God Bless, Father Mark



SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME FEBRUARY 23, 2025

Date Intention Requested by Celebration Scriptures
Monday, February 24, 2025 Sir 1: 1-10
8:30 a.m. Mass Leo Brown Family Weekday Mk 9: 14-29 (341)
birthday

Tuesday, February 25, 2025 Sir2: 1-11

8:30 a.m. Mass Weekd Mk 9: 30-37 (342)
Donald Kentoski Parishioner cekday

Wednesday, February 26, 2025 Sir4: 11-19

No Mass Mk 9: 38-40 (343)

Weekday

Thursday, February 27, 2025 Sir 5: 1-8

8:30 a.m. Mass , Weekday MKk 9: 41-50 (344)
Dolores Floravit Parishioner Saint Gregory of Narek, Abbot

and Doctor of the Church

Friday, February 28, 2025 Sir 6: 5-17

8:30 a.m. Mass Vincent “Potato” Olewnik Vince, Dianne, Danny, Weekday Mk 10: 1-12 (345)
and Ricky

Saturday, March 01, 2025 Sir 17: 1-15

8:30 a.m. Mass Mary K. Sims Tim & Lori Sims W;l(ﬁ(}ay Mk 10: 13-16 (346)

FIRST SATURDAY

Saturday, March 01, 2025

5:30 p.m. Mass Mary & Stanley Gusherowski Vigil of The Eighth Sunday (see below)
and Barb & Dave Lease in Ordinary Time
grandson Steven
Sunday, March 02, 2025 Sir 27: 4-7
9:15 a.m. Mass Living and Deceased EIGHTH SUNDAY 1 Cor 15: 54-58
Parishioners IN ORDINARY TIME Lk 6: 39-45 (84)

St. Joseph Church
Ph. 814-787-4151 Fax 814-787-4478

Rev. Mark J. Mastrian.............c..ccocooiiiiiiiiiiceccee Pastor
Parish Secretary: Barb Allegretto  Faith Formation : Emily Luchini Domestic Administrator: Miriam Pane
Pastoral Council President: Bryan Chiappelli  Finance Council Moderator: Leon Calliari

17764 Bennetts Valley Hwy., P. O. Box 124, Force, PA 15841-0124
OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Thursday 9a.m. to 4 p.m.

SILENCE

Many times throughout the day, our lives are full of good activity such as work, talking, listening,
watching, walking, and thinking. Silence is something that may happen when we are driving and especially when
we are sleeping; but silence is so important for our spiritual life.

Quieting our hearts down in the morning and in the evening before we offer our prayers to God, helps us
to pray and to listen to God speaking to us in our hearts. A Psalm in the Old Testament that for many centuries
has given the people of Israel and us Christians, up to our time today, a lot of peace is Psalm 46 Verses 11 and 12,
which reads as follows: “Be still and confess that [ am God! I am exalted among the nations, exalted on the earth.
The Lord of Host is with us, our stronghold is the God of Jacob.”

This Psalm encourages us to be still and quiet in order for us to feel and know God’s Presence and God’s
Peace within us. The last verse of this Psalm then gives us the calm assurance that the Lord is with us when we
are being still and offering our prayers. Being silent is a tremendous help for us as we reflect on this Psalm. Our
God can speak to each of us in the most effective ways when we are silent and still in His Presence. Amen.




FORCE GARAGE

Celebrating Over 90 Years of Business

Straub Insurance
Agency
201 John Street

« General Repair
« State Inspection

Ralph M. Geer Funeral Home

| TFrve Generations cSeruz'ny the Dennetts Ua//ey Area |

SINCE 1901
Visit our large display & production plant in downtown DuBois

1-800-752-1601

www.korbmonuments.com

18211 Bennetts Valley Hwy
Weedville, PA 15868 W
(814) 787-8911 - —

Gasoline, Kerosene, and Diesel
Large Assortment of Deli, T-shirts, Ice Cream,
Groceries, and Model Trains

Bill Michelini Joseph M. Nedza F.D. / Owner 12045 Bennetts Valley Hwy.
17322 Bennetts Valfgyiw;. «Force, PA[[ ST. Marys, PA 15857 (814) 637-5401 (SZ PO BOX 6
787-5141 834-2490 www.nedzafamilyfuneralhomes.com Penfield, PA 15849
Valley Farm Market|| KORB MONUMENTS SEAMLESS PA* 892857
Route 255, _— COMPLETE MONUMENT SERVICES GUTTERS PA POWEK WASHING

Residential & Industrial
Call or Text: Ryan Wehler

814-594-5756 K1

Fully Insured-Free Estimates

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured
Gutter Guards Available

www.cagutters.com

CARL HANES, OWNER
814-834-1123

PA029106

Denise M. Cuneo
Attorney at Law
283 River Rd. *+ Weedville, PA

814-787-7368
1-855-209-8461

°sMp

Medical Equipment & Supplies

1-800-876-3442
SMPRX.com

| SAVE MONEY, Live COMFORTABLY |

* FURNACES
= HEAT PUMPS
* WATER HEATERS
*WOOD & COAL STOVES
* AIR CONDITIONING
* DUCT CLEANING

CALLIARI, MEHOLICK & Co.
CERTIFIE[) PuBLIC

ACCOUNTANTS
TELE: (814) 371-7499

ROSE'S
HILLWD

482 Beechtree Rd,, Falls Creek, PA

| 814-371-4885 |

Breakfast

Dinner
Paily Specials
814-834-4492

24716 Benm’r’rs Valley Hwy., Weedville

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

Providing Personal, Friendly
Funeral Services Since 1996

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

814- 371 2040

ADT-Monitored Home Security
Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

el

AT | puherized | gafeStreets

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Robert Ferjanic

rferjanic@4LPi.com ° (800) 477-4574 x1885

Now at 133 Locust Rd - St. Marys, PA
Wood Pallets - Bag Rock Salt - Cut/Split Firewood

HARD & SOFT COAL - CAR PORTS
CUSTOM BUILT SHEDS
IDeliveny/Availablell Conveyor
(814) 781-8334

OUR COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT =t
ORGANIZATION NEED 2"
A NEWSLETTER? -'

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

Scan to

Visit Ipicommunities.com rviEc il R

St. Joseph Church

PARISHIONER INFORMATION

All practicing Catholics living in the Bennetts Valley Area who consider themselves members of St. Joseph Parish should be registered in the parish. All registered
members of St. Joseph receive envelopes and receive periodic parish mailings. St. Joseph Parish is a Sacrificial Giving Parish, committed to serving the Lord with
God-given time, talents and treasures. All registered members should be using their envelopes regularly. Parish membership is required to be a sponsor, to be married
in the parish, to have a child baptized or to be registered in our Faith Formation program. Please call the church office to arrange a meeting to register in our parish.

B

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

14-1197



