
 

 

   St. Joseph Parish   Force, PA     Bringing Eucharistic Life to Bennetts Valley since 1872 



 

 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH       FORCE, PA 
 

Weekly Budget Goal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,425.00 
 

 

Weekly collection 06/28/26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$.00 
Difference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . $.00  
Weekly collection 07/05/26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .not available  
 

CSA Assessment (2026) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30,986.00 
Pledges to date  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27,120.00 
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST. JOSEPH CHURCH! 

Pray the Rosary everyday to obtain peace for the 
world. Join us at St. Joseph Church each Tuesday 
at 6 p.m. 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JULY 
For Respect For Human  Life 

 

Let us pray for the respect and protection of      
human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift 

from God. 

Baptismal Training Sessions 2026 
July 25          9:30 am        St. Leo, Ridgway         814-772-3135 
August 06     7:00 pm        St. Joseph Church       814-787-4151 

 

 Brave, Compassionate People 
 
 Having some knowledge of historical events of 
people in the Old Testament can help with our    
understanding of people of faith up to this day and age. 
Let’s look at some historical drama of the time of the 
Prophet Zechariah, who was a brave, compassionate 
person and the people that have stood then and those 
now standing in that same line of people, who gave 
great witness during the drama of our time. 
 

 In our First Reading at Mass, the Prophet     
Zechariah makes a totally overwhelming, almost       
unbelievable pronouncement to the Hebrew people of 
Israel.  The proclamation is basically this - after 400 
years of being controlled and attacked by Egyptians, 
Assyrians, Babylonians, and Persians, you need to start 
to “rejoice heartily and shout for joy” (Zech 9: 9)  Why?  
Because “your King shall come to you, a just Savior is 
He.” (Zech 9: 9) 
 

 This indeed happened and a time of peace had 
arrived.  Zechariah was brave and took the risk of    
making such a proclamation.  But, he did so because of 
his compassionate love for God’s People. 
 

 Jesus, absolutely and even more perfectly, tells 
us in today’s Gospel, to come to Him when we are    
burdened and He will give us rest, peace, and shalom, 
which means peace and “well-being.” 
 

 A person that stands in the historical line of 
brave, compassionate people is Venerable Giuesppe 
Ambrosoli, who lived from 1923 to 1987.  After earning 
a medical degree in 1949, he sometime later entered 
the Comboni Missionaries of the Heart of Jesus         
religious order and served the poor, suffering people in 
Africa.  He arrived in Uganda in 1956 and extensively 
cared for the leprosy patients.  He was known as the 
Doctor of Charity.  Father Ambrosoli died on March 27, 
1987.  He was declared ‘Blessed’ in Kalongo on          
November 20, 2022. 
 

 Some final examples of brave, compassionate 
people are the many nurses, aides, and doctors who 
help people in hospitals and in nursing homes       
throughout our country and as missionaries in other 
countries. As we celebrate Independence Day this 
weekend, may we thank Almighty God for the many 
brave people who founded our country and fought for 
our independence.  And, may we continue to pray for 
our brothers and sisters who serve in all branches of 
the military.  We offer the following prayer for our      
country.     (continued →)   
     God Bless,  
     Father Mark 
       
                                

SAVE THE DATE!  Mark your calendar to attend the  
22nd Annual St. Joseph Parish Picnic  
on Sunday, August 9th.  
  
More information will follow in future              
bulletins.  

A Family Perspective:  Today’s Gospel emphasizes the 
call to be missionaries.  Just as Jesus accepted His       
Mission, parents embrace the mission of raising a family.  
This exhausting and challenging vocation is not one they 
face alone.  Jesus invites us to find solace in Him, saying, 
“Come to me, and I will give you rest.” 

Parenting Pointer:  Perhaps you’ve heard of “The Power 
of Half” where a wealthy family decides to move to a house 
half the size and give the proceeds to a hunger cause.  
This is good, but many families don’t have the luxury of 
downsizing this dramatically.  My hope is that families can 
enter the spirit of such downsizing by jointly deciding what 
to give away.  See Letting Go of Stuff for ideas. 

Marriage Moment:  “I Love You” are such easy words to 
say.  The almost automatic reply is, “I love you, too.”  But 
words can sound cheap if too often said casually.            
Say “I love you,” once, with heart, to your spouse today. 

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments-
Online Gaming Safety Tips:  Online gaming is fun.  It’s 
cool to compete against people from every corner of the 
world but online gaming can expose kids to risks like cyber 
bullying, harassment, and predators.  Teach your child 
these safety tips:  1.  Protect identity:  Use a nickname 
and avoid real photos for avatars.  2.  Keep personal     
information private:  Never share phone numbers,       
addresses, school details, or age.  3.  Mute chats:         
Prevent bullying and trash talk.  4.  Block uncomfortable 
users:  Don’t engage with anyone who feels unsafe.         
5.  Use parental controls:  Manage safety and screen 
time. 



 

 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                               JULY 05, 2026 

Date Intention Requested by Celebration Scriptures 

Monday, July 06, 2026 
No Mass 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Weekday 

Saint Maria Goretti,                
Virgin and Martyr 

 

Hos 2: 16, 17c-18, 21-22 
Mt 9: 18-26 (383) 
 
 
 

Tuesday, July 07, 2026 
No Mass 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Weekday 
 

Hos 8: 4-7, 11-13 
Mt 9: 32-38 (384) 

Wednesday, July 08, 2026 
No Mass 
 

   
Weekday 

 

Hos 10: 1-3, 7-8, 12 
Mt 10: 1-7 (385) 

Thursday, July 09, 2026 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
 

 
 

Ed Levanduski 
anniversary 

 
 

wife-Josephine 
 

Weekday 
Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, 

Priest, and Companions, Martyrs 
 

Hos 11: 1-4, 8e-9 
Mt 10: 7-15 (386) 

Friday, July 10, 2026        
8:30 am Mass 
 

 
Tom Smith 

1st anniversary 

 

 
John & Becky Bricen 

 

 
Weekday 

 

Hos 14: 2-10 
Mt 10: 16-23 (387) 
 

Saturday, July 11, 2026 
No a.m. Mass 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Saint Benedict, Abbot 

 

Is 6: 1-8 
Mt 10: 24-33 (388) 

Saturday, July 11, 2026 
5:30 p.m. Mass 
 
 

 
Living & Deceased Members 

of St. Joseph Church 

 

   
 

 
Vigil of Fifteenth Sunday  

in Ordinary Time 

(see below) 

Sunday, July 12, 2026 
9:15 a.m. Mass 
 
 
 

 
 

Philip Whitesell, Sr. 
and Linda Johnson 

 

daughter-Jessica  
and Matthew Duell  
Dale & Cindy Duell 

 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY             
IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Is 55: 10-11 
Rom 8: 18-23 
Mt 13: 1-23 or 13: 1-9 (103) 
 

St. Joseph Church 
 

Rev. Mark J. Mastrian ........................................................................ Pastor 
 

Parish Secretary: Barb Allegretto      Domestic Administrator: Miriam Pane  
Pastoral Council President: Bryan Chiappelli     Finance Council Moderator: Leon Calliari  

 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday thru Thursday     9a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 O God, Lord of history and of every nation under heaven, we give You 

thanks for the 250 years since the founding of these United States.  Look 

with favor upon this land which we love.  Grant that its people may be guided 

by truth and charity.  Bless all who serve in elected office.  May they govern 

with integrity and humility.  Strengthen families, renew communities, and heal 

every division that weakens our life together.  We ask especially through the 

intercession of Mary Immaculate, patroness of these United States, that this 

nation may remain a land where human dignity is honored, where the weak 

are protected, and where hope is never extinguished.  As we mark this 250th 

year, grant that we may recommit ourselves to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness in a way that is ever more just, more united, and more faithful to 

Your Will.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   (Office for Divine Worship, 2026, Diocese of Erie) 



Residential &
Commercial

Services

Free Estimates

814-389-2344
Justin Gradl, Owner

Straub Insurance 
Agency

201 John Street
St. Marys, PA 15857

834-2490

KORB MONUMENTS
Complete Monument Services

SINCE 1901
Visit our large display & production plant in downtown DuBois

1-800-752-1601
www.korbmonuments.com

St. Joseph Church
PARISHIONER INFORMATION

All practicing Catholics living in the Bennetts Valley Area who consider themselves members of St. Joseph Parish should be registered in the parish.  All registered 
members of St. Joseph receive envelopes and receive periodic parish mailings. St. Joseph Parish is a Sacrificial Giving Parish, committed to serving the Lord with 
God-given time, talents and treasures. All registered members should be using their envelopes regularly. Parish membership is required to be a sponsor, to be married 
in the parish, to have a child baptized or to be registered in our Faith Formation program. Please call the church office to arrange a meeting to register in our parish.

Valley Farm Market
	 Route 255,
	18211 Bennetts Valley Hwy
	 Weedville, PA 15868
 	 (814) 787-8911

Gasoline, Kerosene, and Diesel
Large Assortment of Deli, T-shirts, Ice Cream, 

Groceries, and Model Trains

Calliari, Meholick & Co. 
Certified Public 

Accountants 
Tele: (814) 371-7499

Ralph M. Geer Funeral HomeRalph M. Geer Funeral Home
Five Generations Serving the Bennetts Valley Area

	 Joseph M. Nedza F.D. / Owner	 12045 Bennetts Valley Hwy.
	 (814) 637-5401	 PO BOX 6
	 www.nedzafamilyfuneralhomes.com	 Penfield, PA 15849

Medical Equipment & Supplies
1-800-876-3442

SMPRX.com

ST. MARYS STONE MULCH & MOREST. MARYS STONE MULCH & MORE

Wood Pallets • Bag Rock Salt • Cut/Split Firewood
HARD & SOFT COAL • CAR PORTS

CUSTOM BUILT SHEDS
Delivery Available W ConveyorDelivery Available W Conveyor

(814) 781-8334

Now at 133 Locust Rd • St. Marys, PA

PA# 892857

PA POWER WASHING
	 Residential & Industrial
	 Call or Text: Ryan Wehler

	 814-594-5756
	 Fully Insured-Free Estimates

	 Breakfast
	 Lunch
	 Dinner
	 Daily Specials
	 814-834-4492
24716 Bennetts Valley Hwy., Weedville

Save Money, Live Comfortably

482 Beechtree Rd., Falls Creek, PA

• FURNACES
• HEAT PUMPS

• WATER HEATERS
• WOOD & COAL STOVES
• AIR CONDITIONING

• DUCT CLEANING

Denise M. Cuneo
Attorney at Law

283 River Rd. • Weedville, PA

814-787-7368
1-855-209-8461

Providing Personal, Friendly
Funeral Services Since 1996

211 South Main St., Dubois
814-371-2040

			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St. Joseph Church, Force, PA	 14-1197

Contact Joseph Sardelle
jsardelle@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x9946


